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andrew blitzer - introducing botulinum toxin as a therapeutic agent: the united states perspective

botulinum toxin has been infamous as a food
poison and a biological weapon. its toxicity was
and still is notorious. suggesting to use this
substance as a therapeutic agent was a weird
idea. however, this weird idea turned out to
be most successful generating an industry
with annual revenues in excess of 2 billion US
dollars.
how could this idea become reality? what were the obstacles?
how could they be overcome? who was involved? how did this
idea spread?
andrew blitzer, well known as an otorhinolaryngologist pioneered the use of botulinum toxin in spasmodic dysphonia. but
more so, he was there when botulinum toxin developed into a
drug in the united states of america.
who could better answer our questions?
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andrew blitzer
born in 1946 in pittsburgh, pa dr blitzer graduated from
adelphi university in garden city, ny in 1967 to move to
new york city where he received his DDS from columbia
university school of dental and oral surgery in 1970 and
his MD from mount sinai school of medicine in 1973.
after postgraduate training at the beth israel hospital and
the mount sinai medical center in 1984 he was appointed professor of clinical otolaryngology and professor of
clinical dentistry at columbia university in new york city
- positions he is still holding.
he published extensively on many aspects of otorhinolaryngology and he is one of the world experts of spasmodic dysphonia and its treatment with botulinum toxin
therapy.

